stance. Vain are the hopes of histolegists, cytologists, embry-
ologists and anatomists of being able to penetrate the secret
of the germ cells with the aid of needles., sharp knives., chemi-
cals and microscopes. These ignoramuses even imagine that
they can see the living body generating these cells together
with its other cells, and that it cannot be otherwise, since
there are such things as logic and common sense! How naive
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they are! Not a single germ cell is generated by the body;
it learns its secret directly from another germ cell; and this
secret is an immortal substance which engenders the perish-
able body that is obedient to it and, concealed within it,
governs the body and later casts it off and enters another
body.

Weismann's arguments caused no chagrin whatever to
the opponents of Darwin.

"Indeed," they concluded, "this destroyer of mice tails
is by no means so terrible. Evidently, if the little prefix
'neo; is added to Darwinism, its teeth fall out."

But we must take note of these amazing arguments in
which everything is turned topsy-turvy: they marked the
appearance on the scientific stage of a "hereditary substance"
which was alleged to be endowed with a mystical secret., was
omnipotent and impervious to all influences. Strange to say,
this inexplicable "substance" was destined to live long in
the innumerable books of the followers of the Freiburg "mice
operator."

Thus, biology was menacingly faced with "fate in the
shape of heredity/'
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